Michigan Matters Teacher’s Guide
Navigating the Site
As you'll see when you sign on, each module has a welcome page, and the pages
of the story are grouped into chapters, viewable along the left hand side.

After the welcome page for that chapter, each story page ends with a discussion
prompt and a space for the kids to post their responses. If you scroll down, you'll
see the text box into which they can make their initial post.

Later, once they've posted a response, they can look at their MY TOUR
COMMENTS box to see links to their responses and to easily see if anyone has
commented on their response. Please note that our UM student mentors portray
the characters from the story and interact with the kids in character.

In this example, clicking on the final link in this list (the “jobs” discussion, under
“Making the Right Choice”) takes you directly to that spot in the discussion, so
that the student can see the comment in context and can add a response if they
wish.

At the bottom of the listing of the chapters, there is a link to the KIDS PAGES,
with opportunities for the kids to further explore ideas developed in the module.

Resources for Teachers
Along the right hand side of the page, you'll see the link to VIEW TOUR
TEACHING RESOURCES, which is where we make available extension activities
and information resources for use by teachers.
There are also links to mechanisms we have built into the site that allow you to
easily keep track of the work done by individual students. For example, you can
click on VIEW TOUR COMMENTS to see a list of all of the comments that your
students have made on the story pages, listed by student.
The site also allows for private messages and we'll typically have the characters
send messages to the kids when they first go onto the site. The kids find their
messages through the MY E-MAIL link in the upper left hand corner. You can see
any messages they've sent through the VIEW STUDENT MESSAGES link.
Hiding and Showing Pages
You have the capacity to HIDE pages or chapters on Michigan Matters. We
encourage you to go slowly through the modules (in part because the interactions
with the story characters is always happening on pages you’ve already looked at)
but we also know that when kids get excited, they can be “off to the races,” so
we’ve set up a mechanism where you can make only certain pages of a module
available to your students. One of the TEACHER FUNCTIONS that you have
available is the ability to Hide pages from view:

If you click on SHOW/HIDE CHAPTERS AND PAGES you’ll see
this

At this level, you’re looking at Chapters and you could, if you wished, hide from
view any of the chapters. If you HIDE chapter four, for example, you’ll see this:

When you’re ready to make Chapter Four visible for your students again, you can
just click on SHOW CHAPTER next to Chapter Four.
You can also hide pages within a chapter. Click on the title of any chapter and
you’ll see the same kind of screen, but you now see each page within that chapter:

If you want to hide the last page of this chapter (or any combination of pages) you
just click on HIDE PAGE.

and it is hidden from view until you go back and click on SHOW PAGE.

How much time should you set aside to participate in Michigan
Matters?
We recommend that teachers have their students online at least once a week,
twice if possible. Assuming that students are on the computers 1-2 times per
week, most of our modules stretch across 4-5 weeks. In truth, however, there is
no timeline for getting through Michigan Matters modules, so your class can
move at whatever pace works for you.
To get the most from the modules, we do recommend that students have the time
to “savor” the experience. As students make their way through a module, they are
both reading and responding to prompts on new pages and also looking back to
see where the story characters have responded to postings they made previously.
Ideally, students might work on a page or two one day, then come back the next
time and both read and respond to a new page as a group and write replies to the
responses they've received from the story characters. We believe that it is in this
more leisurely “back and forth” where the writing, thinking, and creative
imagining opportunities can be fully explored. This is the reason why we
implemented the feature that allows you to hide pages, as it give you more
control, and it also prevents students from zipping ahead leaving you with
students “all over the map.”
We also strongly encourage teachers take some time to discuss what's going on in
Michigan Matters *away from the computers.* We believe that the modules
frame some rich issues for the kids to consider, and it can be both exciting and
very important for the kids to be able to talk through challenging issues as a
group.
Please also keep in mind that we have classroom activities and other resources
available to you for each module. These teacher resources can be helpful in
extending the learning experience; some teachers also choose to have the
children work on their module responses offline, so they’re more efficient in their
lab time.
Regardless of the pace at which you work your way through the module, we stay
in close contact with you so that the mentors know your approximate schedule
and can provide timely feedback for your students.
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